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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Wednesday 6th  Foundation Rest Day 
Sunday 10th   10.00am-Opening School Mass 
Monday 11th   8.45am-Short Assembly-All Welcome 
      P&F-Icypoles on sale at lunchtime  
Tuesday 12th  7.15am-Grade 3-6 Swimming Trials 
      6.45pm-Education Board Meeting 
Wednesday 13th Foundation Rest Day 
Thursday 14th  Grade 5/6 Excursion 
Friday 15th    2.30pm-Hall-SRC badges presented at   
      School Assembly Hosted by 5/6W- 
      All Welcome 
      P&F-Icypoles on sale at lunchtime and after 
      school 
Monday 18th   SCHOOL PHOTOS 
      P&F-Icypoles on sale at lunchtime  
      6.30-8.30pm-Year Level Information Evening  
Tuesday 19th  School Finish at 1.25pm 
      2.00-7.00 pm-Parent/Teacher Interviews 
      School 
Wednesday 20th Foundation Rest Day 
Friday 22nd   6.00-8.00pm– Twilight Working Bee 
 



Dear Families, 
 
Welcome to the 2019 school year.   
 
I’m sure it seems like a long time ago but I hope the holidays were a 
lovely time for all families with time spent together without the  
busyness of school life. 
 
It is wonderful to be here at St Agnes’, such a welcoming community!  
I had a great first week, as I hope your children did too.  My hope for 
every child is that they rush through the school gate every morning 
with a big smile on their face ready to embrace the day ahead that is 
filled with learning, socialising and laughing.  Together we can 
achieve this! 
 
As families will be aware Andrew accepted a position at another 
school at the very end of last year.  As the appointment of a new  
Principal is a lengthy process I was asked to fill this position for term 
1 and term 2, with the new Principal appointed to start at the  
beginning of term 3 (with everything going to plan!!)   
 
Last year I was Principal at St Peter’s in Clayton and prior to that 
Principal at St Aloysius in Caulfield.  I have been involved in  
education for the last 32 years and love what I do each day.     
My husband and I relocated to the country at the end of 2017 and 
have recently finished building a new house and enjoying our 6 
acres. I am very grateful to be able to continue in my role as a 
Principal, just in a different way as I have during 2018 and now 2019.  
My week is spent in Melbourne staying with my Mum, who is loving 
the company and I go home for the weekends.  I have a very 
understanding and patient husband who understands my love and 
passion for education. 
 
I thank you all for making me feel so welcome at St Agnes and I look 
forward to getting to know everyone better and working with the 
community.   
 
At the moment my focus is on learning all of the children’s names 
and becoming familiar with how things work.  I will apologise for not 
remembering everyone’s name but please come and have a chat and 
remind me. 



Dear Families, 

Our Foundation children have had a great start to their school life.  
From Day 1 they have been very settled and are adjusting very well.  
This is a big change in their little lives but they are certainly up for 
the challenge.   
 
We warmly welcome new staff members Josie Miller in 5/6M,  
Nes Kettle in 5/6C and Kate Sorensen who is teaching Visual Arts.   
Also a welcome back to Maria Talarico our Italian Teacher who has 
returned from maternity leave.   
 
We also welcome Malik and his family to St Agnes.  Malik is in 1/2G  
and has recently moved to the area.  His dad, Fady is a former  
student and has many wonderful memories of St Agnes’. 
 
Our Parent Information Night is on Monday 18th February and  
Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held the next day on Tuesday 19th. 
There is more information later in the newsletter.  Our information 
night is an opportunity for you to hear what is happening in your  
children’s classrooms and of the day to day routines of classroom 
life.  I would encourage all parents to attend if possible.   
 
Tuesday is Parent/Teacher Interviews, these are an opportunity for 
you to meet your child’s teacher and relay any information to them 
that you feel is necessary.    These meetings are ONLY if parents 
need to speak to their child’s teacher. Parents do not need to make a 
parent teacher interview time if they do not feel they need to speak  
individually with their child’s teacher. Bookings can be made online 
and the access code is available later in the newsletter. Bookings are 
now open. 
  
This week the Australian Flag in our playground will fly at half-mast 
as we remember the 10-year anniversary of the Black Saturday  
bushfires and all those who lost their lives and their homes.  We keep 
them in our prayers as there are still many people who continue to 
suffer from the trauma of that horrific day. 
 
Research tells us that children whose parents are involved in their 
children’s education generally achieve better outcomes.  This can be 
achieved in many, many different ways.  Whether you help in the 
classroom, are a P&F or Ed Board member, accompany us on  
excursions, attend Working Bees, come to parent nights or as simple  



                      

OPENING SCHOOL MASS 
 

We warmly invite everyone to join us for the  
opening of the new year school Mass.  

 
Grade 6 Leaders will be presented with their badges and staff 
commissioned for 2019.  It would be great to see all families 
at Mass and then sharing morning tea together in the hall.  

Please bring a plate to share if you are able to come.  
 

The Mass is this Sunday 10th February at 10:00am in   
St Agnes’ Church 

 
 

as knowing what is happening with your children’s learning.   
 
Classroom Overviews are one way of staying informed. These will be 
coming to all families next week, so please take the time to read them 
and perhaps use this information as a basis for conversation with 
your child. 
 
On Sunday at 10.00 am we will celebrate Mass together to 
acknowledge the beginning of the school year and the Leadership of 
our Grade 6 students and the staff.  Grade 6 Leaders will be  
presented with their badges and staff commissioned for 2019.  It 
would be great to see all families at Mass and then sharing morning 
tea together in the hall.  Please bring a plate to share if you are able 
to come.  
 
I apologise for my part in this lengthy newsletter, I will try to keep it 
short from now on! 
 
I look forward to the time ahead and know the first half of the year 
will fly! 
Until next fortnight 
Therese 

Religious Education News-Jessica Casey 



School Fees 
At the beginning of the year, accounts for school fees will be 
issued to all families via email. Payment Options: 
• Total amount at the beginning of Term . 
• Three instalments due in February, May and August. 
• Please contact the school office if you would like to discuss any 

other payment plans or if you have any questions. 
Being Sunsmart 

A reminder that all students need to wear a school hat  
during playtimes. Students who do not have a hat will be asked 
to sit under covered areas. 

Foundation Students Beginning the School Year. 
Our Foundation students have had a positive start to the year but they 
can become very tired in their first few weeks, especially during the 
hot weather. Their concentration can suffer and they can become quite 
lethargic. A rest day helps to re-energise them. They have a rest day 
each Wednesday, until Wednesday 27th February inclusive. They begin 
full time in week 6 which begins Monday 4th March. 
Ambulance Cover 
Reminder to all families that it is beneficial to obtain  
ambulance cover for your family. In the event of an emergency an  
ambulance will be called for your child and there is always peace of 
mind for families if they are covered. Most private health funds cover 
ambulance subscription. Please check if you are unsure about whether 
you are covered. 
Playground – Before and after school 
Due to safety and supervision (duty of care) reasons students are not 
permitted to play on the playground along Locinda Street or the  
playground along Clyde Street before and after school.  
Dogs On School Property 

Please remember that dogs are not permitted inside the 
school grounds or tied to the school fences or gates at any 
time for safety reasons. Thank-you for your co-operation in 
this matter. 

Staff Carpark 
Parents are not permitted to park or drop off children in the staff  
carpark. This is in the interest of pedestrian safety. Cars can be parked 
in signposted areas in the surrounding streets. While the ten minutes 
after the end of day bell can be very busy, the traffic dissipates fairly 
quickly by 3:30pm on a normal day. Thanks for your patience and  
understanding. 

Welcome to St Agnes’  News 



Parent Information Sessions 
 
On Monday 18th February each level will be holding an 
Information session. At this session the level teachers 
will explain: 
• Literacy and Numeracy programs 
• Homework and home reading expectations 
• Level expectations 
• Important Dates  
• Daily Timetable etc. 
The staff consider this session will be of great benefit 
for parents and therefore it is vital that at least one  
parent from each family attend the session. 
 
The times for the information level sessions are: 
6.00-6.30 pm     Foundation in classroom 
6.00-6.30 pm  5/6 in classroom 5/6W 
6.35-7.05 pm  Grade 1/2 in classroom 1/2L 
7.10-7.40 pm  Grade 3/4 in classroom 3/4K 
  
Optional Individual Parent Teacher Interviews will be 
on Tuesday 19th February from 2.00 to 7.20pm.  
School will finish at 1.25pm. 

  
These meetings are ONLY if parents need to speak to 
their child’s teacher.  
 
Parents do not need to make a parent teacher interview 
time if they do not feel they need to speak individually 
with their child’s teacher. Please see the next page of 
this newsletter for instructions on how to book a 
school interview. 
  



 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 
Parent/Teacher/Student interviews will be held on  

Tuesday 19th February. 
Bookings must be finalised before 15th February at 3.00pm, when  
bookings for this event will close. Interviews are strictly 10 mins and 
spaces are limited.  If you require more time, please contact your 
teacher directly to make alternative arrangements. 
 

THESE INTERVIEWS ARE OPTIONAL AND ARE ONLY FOR  
PARENTS/CAREGIVERS WHO NEED TO SHARE NEW INFORMATION  

WITH THEIR CHILD’S TEACHER. 

Now you can book school interviews for the times that suit your 
family. Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and follow these simple 
instructions. http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/qzjxj 

tr3gg Simply enter the code and 
press "Go" 

Enter your details 

Select the teachers you wish to see 

Select the appointment times that suit your family best 

When you click FINISH, your interview timetable will be emailed to you  
automatically. If you do not receive your email immediately – Check your junk 
mail folder AND make sure you have spelled your email address correctly .You 
can return to www.schoolinterviews.com.au at any time, and change your  
interviews - until the bookings close. 

Please note  
school finishes 
at 1.25pm 



SCHOOL PHOTO DAY IS COMING 
SCHOOLPIX  

will be visiting on: Monday 18th February 
 

Photo information orders will be sent home. All parents are  
welcome to stay for our whole school community photo tak-
en at the beginning of the school day. Please note there will 
be no Monday morning assembly on photo day. 

 
PHOTO DAY TIPS: 

 
Dress:   Summer school uniform 
Hair:    Neat and swept off face 
Manual Orders:   
 Complete your order form and return with  
 payment to school on photography day  
Online Orders:    
 To pre-order online, take your personal Order 

and ID Numbers found on your order form and 
go to www.schoolpix.com.au.  Orders can be 
placed online up to 2 working days after  

 photography.  You do not need to return the  
 order form if you order online.   
 
Sibling Orders:   
 For a special photo of your children together, 

collect a Sibling Order Form from the office or 
download it from the SchoolPix website and  

 return it on photography day.  Alternatively  
 Order Online by 10am on photography day.    

 
 

PO Box 5222, Hallam VIC 3803 
Ph: 1300 766 055 

Email: info@schoolpix.com.au 
 



Choir Club News 

CHOIR CLUB 

 

WHO LOVES TO SING? 
 

The St. Agnes Choir is starting up again for 2019. 
This year choir club is open to all  

Grade 3, 4, 5 and 6 students. 
 

We are looking to expand and be bigger and  
better than ever with various performance  
opportunities throughout the school year. 

 
As in the past, we look forward to visiting various 

aged care facilities and kindergartens in the  
Highett area. 

 
NOT SURE ABOUT CHOIR? 

JUST TRY IT OUT! 
TERM 1 - 

All students will be rewarded with a lucky dip 
prize on their attendance . Hurry - don't miss out!! 

Please join us in the hall on: 
Tuesdays from 10:45 -11:05 

See you then songbirds! 
 

Mrs. Anna Gugliucciello 
(Performing Arts Teacher 
 



Welcome to Extend News 
Recap: 
Welcome families, we hope you are all settling in well to the beginning of 
term 1, it's with great sadness we say goodbye to Carly from Extend, we 
wish her all the best on her new endeavours. This week we will welcome 
Jess to the St Agnes Extend group. The first week was a busy one, with 
lots of special masterpieces created, stories read and games played. We 
are excited to see what 2019 has in store for us. We are excited to welcome 
our new families and hear all about our end of year break from our  
returning families. - Laura and the team at Extend 

Our Extend Superstar is: This week’s activities: 
Erin L-for offering up helping hands to the children struggling with HAMA 
bead creations 
Jack N - for helping his brother and other preps serve afternoon tea 
This week’s activities: 
Monday: Finger knitting and Lego creations 
Tuesday: Fruit kebabs and outdoor challenges/games 
Wednesday: Scavenger hunt and creating bead keyrings 
Thursday: Watercolour painting 
Friday: Making collages 
HATS 
Please remember to bring hats to after school care otherwise you may not 
be able to play outside in the lovely sunshine. 
LINKS and CONTACTS:  
Bookings: www.lookedafter.com 
Customer service: 1300 366 437 

GRADE 5 GIRLS 
STAR OF THE SEA COLLEGE 

 
Star Of The Sea College will be conducting  

a series of tours from March through to August 
for  

families of girls who wish to apply for a place at the  
College in Year 7 2021.  

 
Tour booking are now open: 

http://www.starmelb.catholic.edu.au/new/enrolment/
tours 

 
We look forward to welcoming you. 


